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CURRICULUM AND
INSTRUCTION

The Department of Curriculum and Instruction is one of the premier
research and teaching departments devoted to understanding the
complex world of teaching, learning, curriculum, and policy. Faculty pursue
a diverse array of research combining experience in schools with expertise
drawn from a range of disciplinary fields. This world-class research is the
foundation of its work preparing future teachers and the next generation
of educational researchers.

Undergraduate degree programs offered by the department include
Elementary Education (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/education/
curriculum-instruction/elementary-education-bse/) and Communication
Sciences and Disorders (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/education/
curriculum-instruction/communication-sciences-disorders-bse/).
Students interested in Elementary Education can pursue one of five
dynamic certification options:

• Kindergarten through Ninth Grade - Students completing
this core program option will be certified to teach general
education at the grade levels of K-9 and will also be eligible to
teach in a 4K classroom. 

• English as a Second Language (ESL) K-12 (http://
guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/education/curriculum-
instruction/english-second-language-minor/) and Kindergarten
through Ninth Grade (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/
education/curriculum-instruction/elementary-education-bse/
elementary-education-kindergarten-9th-grade-bse/)  - A minor
in English as a Second Language can be added to the core K-9
program. Students selecting this combination will be certified
to teach general education at the grade levels of K-9 (including
eligibility for 4K) and English as a Second Language in grades
K-12.

• Early Childhood Education (ECE) (http://guide.wisc.edu/
undergraduate/education/curriculum-instruction/early-
childhood-education-minor/) and Kindergarten through Ninth
Grade (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/education/
curriculum-instruction/elementary-education-bse/elementary-
education-kindergarten-9th-grade-bse/) - A minor in Early
Childhood can also be added to the core K-9 program. Students
selecting this combination will be certified to teach general
education at the grade levels of K-9 (including eligibility for 4K)
and in Early Childhood (birth through grade 3).

• Kindergarten through Ninth Grade (http://guide.wisc.edu/
undergraduate/education/curriculum-instruction/elementary-
education-bse/elementary-education-kindergarten-9th-grade-
bse/), and Early Childhood Education (http://guide.wisc.edu/
undergraduate/education/curriculum-instruction/early-
childhood-education-minor/), and English as a Second
Language K-12 (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/
education/curriculum-instruction/english-second-language-
minor/)  - Students may opt to complete both the ECE and
ESL minors in combination with K-9 certification. Successful
students receive certification in all three areas: general education
in grades K-9 (including eligibility for 4K), Early Childhood (birth
through grade 3), and English as a Second Language in grades
K-12.

• Kindergarten through Ninth Grade and Special Education K-12
(Dual Certification) (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/
education/rehabilitation-psychology-special-education/
elementary-education-special-education-bse/) - Students
interested in both Elementary and Special Education should
investigate the new Elementary Education and Special Education
degree, housed in the department of Rehabilitation Psychology
and Special Education. Upon completion, students are certified
in general education at the grade levels of K-9 (including
eligibility for 4K), and Special Education in grades K-12.

Two certificate programs, Arts and Teaching (http://guide.wisc.edu/
undergraduate/education/curriculum-instruction/arts-teaching-
certificate/) and Preparing to Teach Abroad (http://guide.wisc.edu/
undergraduate/education/curriculum-instruction/preparing-teach-
abroad-certificate/), may be completed by undergraduates from across
the campus.

DEGREES/MAJORS/CERTIFICATES

Undergraduate programs are offered in the areas listed below. Upon
successful completion of a program leading to certification, candidates are
certified in their respective subject and grade level and become eligible for
a Wisconsin teaching license obtained through the Wisconsin Department
of Public Instruction.

Note: Students at UW–Madison become certified to teach secondary
English, Mathematics, Science, Social Studies, and World
Languages only through graduate-level coursework, not as
undergraduates. Information about the Master's degree program is
available at uwteach.org (https://uwteach.education.wisc.edu/) and the
Curriculum and Instruction website. (https://ci.education.wisc.edu)

• Arts and Teaching, Certificate (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/
education/curriculum-instruction/arts-teaching-certificate/)

• Biology, Minor (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/education/
curriculum-instruction/biology-minor/)

• Chemistry, Minor (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/education/
curriculum-instruction/chemistry-minor/)

• Communication Sciences and Disorders, BSE (http://guide.wisc.edu/
undergraduate/education/curriculum-instruction/communication-
sciences-disorders-bse/)

• Early Childhood Education, Minor (http://guide.wisc.edu/
undergraduate/education/curriculum-instruction/early-childhood-
education-minor/)

• Earth Science, Minor (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/
education/curriculum-instruction/earth-science-minor/)

• Economics, Minor (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/education/
curriculum-instruction/economics-minor/)

• Elementary Education, BSE (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/
education/curriculum-instruction/elementary-education-bse/)

• English as a Second Language, Minor (http://guide.wisc.edu/
undergraduate/education/curriculum-instruction/english-second-
language-minor/)

• English Language Arts, Minor (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/
education/curriculum-instruction/english-language-arts-minor/)

• English, Minor (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/education/
curriculum-instruction/english-minor/)
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2  Curriculum and Instruction

• Game Design, Certificate (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/
education/curriculum-instruction/game-design-certificate/)

• Geography, Minor (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/education/
curriculum-instruction/geography-minor/)

• History, Minor (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/education/
curriculum-instruction/history-minor/)

• Mathematics and Science Dual, Minor (http://guide.wisc.edu/
undergraduate/education/curriculum-instruction/mathematics-
science-dual-minor/)

• Mathematics Specialized, Minor (http://guide.wisc.edu/
undergraduate/education/curriculum-instruction/mathematics-
specialized-minor/)

• Mathematics, Minor (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/education/
curriculum-instruction/mathematics-minor/)

• Physics, Minor (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/education/
curriculum-instruction/physics-minor/)

• Political Science, Minor (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/
education/curriculum-instruction/political-science-minor/)

• Preparing to Teach Abroad, Certificate (http://guide.wisc.edu/
undergraduate/education/curriculum-instruction/preparing-teach-
abroad-certificate/)

• Psychology, Minor (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/education/
curriculum-instruction/psychology-minor/)

• Science Specialized, Minor (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/
education/curriculum-instruction/science-specialized-minor/)

• Social Studies, Minor (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/
education/curriculum-instruction/social-studies-minor/)

• Sociology, Minor (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/education/
curriculum-instruction/sociology-minor/)

PEOPLE

Information about faculty, staff, and other contributors to the Department
of Curriculum and Instruction can be found on the department's website.
(http://ci.education.wisc.edu/)

RESOURCES AND SCHOLARSHIPS

Information about scholarships, academic and career advising,
study abroad opportunities, student diversity services, and other
resources for students in the School of Education can be found on the
school's Resources (http://guide.wisc.edu/undergraduate/education/
#resourcestext) page.
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