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NONDEGREE/VISITING
STUDENT GUIDE

Content in the Nondegree/Visiting Student Guide applies to all University
Special (nondegree) students. University Special students enroll in UW–
Madison credit courses but are not in degree status.

There are several categories of Special students, each with distinct
educational goals, admission criteria, enrollment policy, and fee
structures. All University Special students establish an official UW–
Madison student record and are responsible for adhering to the
university’s academic policies and procedures, and to the student code of
conduct.

Adult Career and Special Student Services (https://acsss.wisc.edu/)
(ACSSS), a unit in the Division of Continuing Studies (https://
dcs.wisc.edu/), is the admitting, advising, and academic dean's office for
University Special students.

TYPES OF STUDY
• Capstones (https://guide.wisc.edu/nondegree/capstone/)

• Formal Exchange Students (https://guide.wisc.edu/nondegree/
visiting-formal-exchange-students/)

• Guest Auditor (https://guide.wisc.edu/nondegree/guest-auditor/)

• High School Students (https://guide.wisc.edu/nondegree/high-
school-students/)

• Online Only (https://guide.wisc.edu/nondegree/online-only/)

• Other (https://guide.wisc.edu/nondegree/other/)

• Post-Baccalaureate Prerequisite Coursework (https://guide.wisc.edu/
nondegree/post-baccalaureate-prerequisite-coursework/)

• Preselected Special (https://guide.wisc.edu/nondegree/pre-selected-
special/)

• Professional or Personal Development (https://guide.wisc.edu/
nondegree/professional-personal-development/)

• Senior Guest Auditor (https://guide.wisc.edu/nondegree/senior-
guest-auditor/)

• Undergraduate Certificates Available for Special Students (https://
guide.wisc.edu/nondegree/undergraduate-special-student-
certificates/)

• Visiting International Students (https://guide.wisc.edu/nondegree/
visiting-international-students/)

• Visiting University Students (https://guide.wisc.edu/nondegree/
visiting-university-students/)
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