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CYTOTECHNOLOGY
The Cytotechnology Program was created by the Wisconsin State
Laboratory of Hygiene in 1957 and is currently part of the Laboratory of
Genetics within the College of Agricultural and Life Sciences (CALS) at
the University of Wisconsin-Madison. Cytotechnology is the study of cells
obtained from body tissues. Through intensive microscopic examination,
cytotechnologists discern minute cellular alterations to differentiate
malignant from normal cells.

Participants are UW–Madison students in University Special student
status. Students who successfully complete the 50-week Cytotechnology
Program receive a certificate in cytotechnology from UW–Madison.
They may also become an CT(ASCP) by passing the ASCP Board of
Certification Examination.

The program is divided into three terms. During the first two terms, the
38-hour weeks consist of lectures, discussions, quizzes, and approximately
25 hours of microscopy. Students complete a series of comprehensive
examinations aimed at testing their knowledge of cytopathology at
the end of the second term. The third term is devoted to supervised
microscopy of clinical specimens. Students also rotate through various
clinical settings associated with the practice of clinical cytology, which
provides practical experience in the areas of advanced laboratory
procedures, quality assurance, and cytogenetics.


