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EPIDEMIOLOGY, M.S.
Epidemiology is the scientific discipline primarily concerned with
identifying the distribution and causes of disease in populations.
It encompasses a rich methodology including observational and
experimental study designs, statistical methods, an understanding
of pathogens, environmental and behavioral risk factors, and human
biology. Epidemiological methods have evolved to meet threats of global
infectious diseases and the complex health challenges presented by an
aging population, as well as to capitalize on the expanding understanding
of human genetics. As the fundamental discipline of public health,
epidemiology provides essential knowledge to design, implement, and
assess approaches to effectively prevent disease and improve quality of
life in the population.

The research-oriented degree programs are designed to provide rigorous
training to develop students' abilities to synthesize knowledge and skills
needed to address today's health-related problems. Faculty, staff, and
students in the Department of Population Health Sciences engage in a
wide variety of world-class epidemiological and health services research
projects. The interdisciplinary focus allows students the flexibility to work
with a wide array of research/faculty on campus.

The department offers two graduate degree programs: an M.S. and
a Ph.D. in epidemiology and an M.S. and Ph.D. in population health.
While the program is based on a sequence of core courses, students, in
consultation with their major professor, have some flexibility to design
advanced study and research that best prepares them for their chosen
area of interest.


