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The study of landscape architecture investigates how designers, planners,
and restoration and preservation specialists create, conserve, and manage
built and natural spaces and outdoor-indoor relationships to support
thriving human cultures and communities, and ensure the survival of
Earth’s complex natural systems. We engage the sciences, arts, and
humanities to respond to current issues in cultural, environmental, and
natural systems stewardship and management; human health and well-
being; and community development.

The MSLA degree offers course work providing an understanding of the
scholarship and theories which underlie landscape design, preservation,
restoration, and management.

Students then use this information to engage in interdisciplinary
scholarships in urban, rural, or natural settings, by writing a thesis
that contributes to the scholarly foundation of the field of landscape
architecture and/or provides information to practitioners engaged in
landscape decision-making and stewardship. Our MSLA is not an
MLA, which is a professional degree that prepares students to
become landscape architects. In contrast, the MSLA, by pushing
the boundaries of specialty areas within landscape architecture,
prepares students for a host of professions in the private and
public sectors.

We currently specialize in two areas: 1) Restoration Ecology and
Ecological Design, and 2) Community-Focused Design. We welcome
applicants with or without previous training in landscape architecture
or related design fields. Graduates move into positions in public
agencies and private firms specializing in biological/cultural/historical
landscape conservation, ecological restoration, and/or community
design and planning. Many also enter Ph.D. programs in related fields to
continue working in research and education, or in planning, policy, and
environmental law.


