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LINGUISTICS, PH.D.
Language Sciences at UW–Madison is an interdisciplinary hub that houses
the Ph.D. program in Linguistics. Students in this program earn a master
of arts degree along the way to the Ph.D.—no stand-alone M.A. program is
offered.

The Linguistics Ph.D. program focuses on research in formal theories of
language (encompassing cross-linguistic studies in syntax, phonology, and
morphology) and the documentation and revitalization of American Indian
languages. Our program combines strong theoretical groundwork with
opportunities in a diverse range of experimental and innovative research
methodologies. Participating faculty come from Language Sciences
itself as well as from related cognitive science and language departments
across campus. In addition to core areas of linguistic theory, our faculty
have expertise in first and second language acquisition, psycholinguistics,
historical linguistics, dialect studies, and the linguistics of particular
languages or cultural areas, such as Spanish and Latin American, East
Asian, and Germanic. Students have access to courses, faculty advising,
and research opportunities in all of these areas. Students work closely with
their graduate advisors in establishing their own areas of specialization and
in working out a coherent program within this larger framework.

The ideal candidate will have a Bachelor's degree in Linguistics, a foreign
language, or a related cognitive science, and a strong desire to use
scientific methods of inquiry to push the boundaries of our understanding
of how human language works.

Visit the Language Sciences Research page (https://langsci.wisc.edu/
research/) for more information about the diverse linguistics research labs
at UW–Madison. Language Sciences also maintains a phonetics laboratory
for teaching and research in experimental and acoustic phonetics.
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