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Students are not admitted into the Cellular and Molecular Biology
(CMB) Program for a terminal master's degree. However, a master's
degree is officially offered. For more information, see the Cellular and
Molecular Biology Handbook (link in Contact Information).

Graduate study in cellular and molecular biology at the University of
Wisconsin–Madison is a research-oriented interdisciplinary program
leading to the Ph.D. degree. The university has one of the largest and most
prestigious biology facilities in the world, well-noted for its cooperation
and collaboration across department boundaries. The Cellular and
Molecular Biology Program is an important part of that interdepartmental
strength, providing students with the opportunity to work with more than
190 faculty members in 40 departments.

A major strength of the program is that it provides the opportunity for
groups of investigators to work together on research topics of common
interest. Research topic areas, identified as focus groups, are composed of
faculty and students studying common research areas. Each group is held
together by participation of both students and faculty at regular research
presentations and by the participation of faculty on thesis committees
of many students in the group. Because of the diverse nature of most
research areas and the cross-fertilization among focus groups, many
faculty and students participate in the activities of multiple focus groups.

The focus groups are: cancer biology; cell adhesion and cytoskeleton;
cellular and molecular metabolism; developmental biology and
regenerative medicine; immunology; membrane biology and protein
trafficking; molecular and genome biology of microbes; physiology; plant
biology; RNA biology; systems biology; transcriptional mechanisms; and
virology.


