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CREATIVE WRITING,
MFA
REQUIREMENTS

MINIMUM GRADUATE SCHOOL
REQUIREMENTS
Review the Graduate School minimum degree requirements (https://
guide.wisc.edu/graduate/#requirementstext) and policies (https://
guide.wisc.edu/graduate/#policiestext), in addition to the program
requirements listed below.

MAJOR REQUIREMENTS
MODE OF INSTRUCTION
Face to Face Evening/

Weekend
Online Hybrid Accelerated

Yes No No No No

Mode of Instruction Definitions
Accelerated: Accelerated programs are offered at a fast pace that
condenses the time to completion. Students typically take enough credits
aimed at completing the program in a year or two.

Evening/Weekend: Courses meet on the UW–Madison campus only
in evenings and/or on weekends to accommodate typical business
schedules.  Students have the advantages of face-to-face courses with
the flexibility to keep work and other life commitments.

Face-to-Face: Courses typically meet during weekdays on the UW-
Madison Campus.

Hybrid: These programs combine face-to-face and online learning
formats.  Contact the program for more specific information.

Online: These programs are offered 100% online.  Some programs may
require an on-campus orientation or residency experience, but the courses
will be facilitated in an online format.

CURRICULAR REQUIREMENTS
RequirementsDetail

Minimum
Credit
Requirement

42 credits

Minimum
Residence
Credit
Requirement

30 credits

Minimum
Graduate
Coursework
Requirement

27 credits must be graduate-level coursework. Refer to
the Graduate School: Minimum Graduate Coursework
(50%) Requirement policy: https://policy.wisc.edu/library/
UW-1244 (https://policy.wisc.edu/library/UW-1244/).

Overall
Graduate
GPA
Requirement

3.00 GPA required. Refer to the Graduate School:
Grade Point Average (GPA) Requirement policy: https://
policy.wisc.edu/library/UW-1203 (https://policy.wisc.edu/
library/UW-1203/).

Other Grade
Requirements

To be considered a student in good standing in the MFA
program in creative writing, a student must maintain a
cumulative GPA of at least 3.0 and receive no grade lower
than an AB in any creative writing course. If a student does
not meet this requirement, or if a student receives an F in
any course, the student could no longer be considered to
be in good standing. Consequently, a student who is not in
good standing could have their teaching assistantship or
other financial aid support revoked, and could be asked to
leave the program.

Assessments
and
Examinations

MFA candidates must submit a publishable written thesis in
the genre in which they were admitted (fiction or poetry).

Language
Requirements

No language requirements.

REQUIRED COURSES
Code Title Credits

Writing Workshops

Students take workshops in their primary genre (fiction
or poetry) which are held in the first, second, and third
semesters. Workshops include:

9

ENGL 781 Graduate Fiction Workshop (Fiction
Genre)

ENGL 782 Graduate Poetry Workshop (Poetry
Genre)

Pedagogy

Students typically complete the following course during
the first semester.

ENGL 783 Creative Writing Pedagogy Seminar
(Both Fiction and Poetry Genres)

3

Thesis

Students must complete 15 credits of the following course. 15

ENGL 785 MFA Thesis

Electives 15

Total Credits 42

Thesis
Students take 3 credits in each of the first, second and third semesters,
then 6 thesis credits in the fourth semester. These are not courses—rather,
they're the means by which the University gives MFAs credit for their
independent writing.

Electives
Students take 15 credits of electives drawn from appropriate courses
across the curriculum. While students are expected to focus on and
produce book-length theses by the end of their two years here, they are
also encouraged to pursue other intellectual interests via these electives.
In the past, MFA students have fulfilled their elective requirements by
enrolling in literature courses, studying foreign languages, pursuing
other artistic interests such as dance, book-making, and classical guitar,
augmenting research for historical novels by taking appropriate history
classes. MFA students may also hone their writing skills in other genres by
taking intermediate and advanced undergraduate workshops and graduate
level workshops in genres outside the one for which they were admitted,
as electives with the permission of the instructor. Students may also take
up to 6 elective credits in the form of additional thesis hours in the second
and third semesters.
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