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CURRICULUM AND
INSTRUCTION, PH.D.

The Department of Curriculum and Instruction offers graduate studies
that lead to the Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) in Curriculum and
Instruction. The goals of doctoral study in Curriculum and Instruction are
to help students develop abilities for research in the field of curriculum
and instruction, imbuing them with a distinctive theoretical and critical
edge; develop expertise in one of the department's areas of study,
listed below; acquire greater competence in curriculum evaluation and
development; improve understanding of the teaching–learning process;
gain depth and breadth of knowledge in related academic fields; and
build a broadened professional background in areas related to curriculum
and instruction, such as anthropology, history, philosophy, sociology
of education, administration, counseling, educational psychology, and
supervision.

Ph.D. study in the department is research-oriented. It prepares students
for different forms of intellectual leadership in education including
research, curriculum analysis and development, teacher education, and
other teaching in higher education as well as leadership positions in
educational agencies. These different forms of leadership are not mutually
exclusive, but the relative emphasis given to each varies among students
and areas of study.

AREAS OF STUDY 
In accord with interests and professional goals, each admitted graduate
student is assigned to a primary area of study and to an initial faculty
advisor in that area. Areas of study are bilingual education, curriculum
studies & global studies, early childhood studies, English as a second
language, literacy studies, mathematics education, multicultural education,
music education, science education, social studies education, teacher
education, world language education, and design, informal, and creative
education (DICE).

Details of requirements and procedures pertaining to Ph.D. study in the
department are described in the department's Ph.D. Degree Program
Handbook (https://merit-www.education.wisc.edu/ci-handbook/).
Doctoral students are responsible for learning about and following
department requirements and procedures and they should therefore
familiarize themselves with this document. Ph.D. students are also
responsible for learning about and following Graduate School policies. The
curriculum and instruction graduate program office offers an informational
meeting for new graduate students at the beginning of each semester.
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