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PHD
ADMISSIONS

ADMISSIONS
Please consult the table below for key information about this degree
program’s admissions requirements. The program may have more detailed
admissions requirements, which can be found below the table or on the
program’s website.

Graduate admissions is a two-step process between academic programs
and the Graduate School. Applicants must meet the minimum
requirements (https://grad.wisc.edu/apply/requirements/) of the
Graduate School as well as the program(s). Once you have researched
the graduate program(s) you are interested in, apply online (https://
grad.wisc.edu/apply/).

Requirements Detail

Fall Deadline December 15

Spring Deadline The program does not admit in the spring.

Summer Deadline The program does not admit in the summer.

GRE (Graduate
Record
Examinations)

Not required but may be considered if available.

English Proficiency
Test

Refer to the Graduate School: Minimum
Requirements for Admission policy: https://
policy.wisc.edu/library/UW-1241 (https://
policy.wisc.edu/library/UW-1241/).

Other Test(s) (e.g.,
GMAT, MCAT)

n/a

Letters of
Recommendation
Required

3

Applicants with a strong background in computer sciences or a related
field are encouraged to apply for admission. At a minimum, the applicant
should have some programming experience, including courses in data
structures and machine organization, along with a year of college-level
mathematics at the calculus level or above. For more information on
admissions, visit the department website (https://www.cs.wisc.edu/
graduate-admissions/).

A submitted online application (https://grad.wisc.edu/apply/) is required,
consisting of:

• Resume/CV

• Statement of purpose

• Complete supplemental application sections

• Most up-to-date unofficial transcript(s) from all previous higher
education institutions, regardless of whether or not a degree was
earned (official transcripts are requested of only recommended
applicants); international academic records must be in the original
language accompanied by an official English translation. 

• Test scores and three letters of recommendation as detailed above

Contact admissions@cs.wisc.edu with questions about admissions in the
traditional MS or the PhD programs.
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