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The mission of the Art Department at the University of
Wisconsin–Madison is to educate students in studio art and design to form
lasting contributions to knowledge and culture. Our mission mirrors the
guiding principles of the University, whose outreach efforts influence lives
within the classroom, the state of Wisconsin, and beyond.

Seated within the School of Education, the MFA curriculum allows
students to join their academic and studio disciplines to source the
potential of the University. Research offerings at the University of
Wisconsin rank among the highest in the world, including our libraries,
museums, laboratories, collections, faculty, staff, and visiting scholars.
Student learning and curriculum are also supported on campus by the
Chazen Museum of Art, Tandem Press, and the Division of the Arts. Our
prominent and diverse faculty work across creative disciplines to teach
hands-on skills, critical thinking, observation, and innovation.

Graduate students engage with interdisciplinarity, professional practices,
and standards for scholarship to develop meaningful research and social
engagement in the visual arts. The Art Department values the diverse
contributions, backgrounds, and experiences of each student who serves
as a catalyst for the extraordinary within the contemporary practice of art
at the University of Wisconsin–Madison and the world.

Students can study with any of our distinguished faculty, drawing from a
wide breadth of instruction or focusing on a particular discipline. Students
partner with faculty to develop a thesis body of artistic work. A strength
of the graduate program lies in the diversity of its faculty and its strong
commitment to student mentorship. The program places artists in the
upper tier within any visual arts specialization.

Our department is well-equipped to support student studio ambitions.
Students benefit from having access to the studio facilities, state-
of-the-art shops, and equipment. Students are encouraged to
challenge themselves and their research through the program's unique
interdisciplinary approach to studio practice.


